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Canada has the highest rate of multiple sclerosis in 
the world. MS is Canada’s disease, and Canadians 
are taking action, every day, to fight MS in ways that 
are meaningful to them. Every time people living 
with MS make choices about how to manage their 
symptoms, assert their right to flexible workplace 
accommodations, or connect with one of their peers 
online to share information and experiences – we  
all take another step closer to ensuring full inclusion  
of people living with MS in our communities. 

This year saw the advancement of several research 
collaborations, most notably the MEsenchymal  
Stem cell therapy for CAnadian MS patients 
(MESCAMS) study, which is fully underway in Ottawa 
and Winnipeg. With 25 per cent of participants 
coming from Canada, we stand to be the largest 
contributor to an international stem cell trial that 
will determine mesenchymal stem cells’ potential to 
suppress inflammation and repair nerve tissue. 

The global MS community is also on the  
precipice of one of the most important discoveries  
in MS research today: a disease-modifying therapy  
for progressive MS. Ongoing work in B cell research 
has led to the development of ocrelizumab, the  
first MS therapy in development to receive a break- 
through therapy designation from the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration. As we await approval of this 
promising treatment in both the United States and 
Canada, our own collaborative study of B cells is 
contributing to a body of research that is leading to 
tangible benefits for people living with all forms of MS. 

As people seek faster and more immediate ways 
to access information about MS and its myriad effects 
on one’s life, we continue to invest in technology 
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that quickly delivers reliable information about MS 
to as many Canadians as possible. Through the new 
design of our website, our new peer-to-peer support 
program, and enhanced engagement through social 
media, we have created a dynamic and accessible 
online community that allows for easy navigation and, 
most importantly, two-way conversation with people 
living with MS.

A significant amount of work was also done to 
expand the geography of many of our chapters in 
order to increase access to programs and services for 
people living with MS that we were otherwise unable to 
serve. Our dedicated chapter volunteers and staff have 
been key in championing and enabling these changes.

Our donors, fundraisers and volunteers are a 
passionate group of people, and many of them 
approach fundraising in creative ways. As part of a shift 
to empower people to raise funds for MS research and 
services in ways that are tailored to their interests, we 
have established I Challenge MS. This online platform 
is a conduit through which fundraisers can set up 
their own personal challenges and receive support 
throughout their fundraising journey. As fundraising 
trends continue to reveal an emphasis on personalized 
experiences, we will enable people to make their own 
event ideas a reality. 

On behalf of our staff and volunteers, we would  
like to thank Chuck Ford for his contributions as  
past chair of our board of directors. Chuck’s commit-
ment to people living with MS runs deep, with three 
generations of his family affected by the disease.  
His contribution to people living with MS over the past 
two years has been invaluable. 

Thank you for joining us in the fight to end MS.

Chair and president’s message

Yves Savoie
President and chief executive officer

Valerie Hussey
Chair
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Every year, Canadians come together in so many ways to fight MS. 
Caregivers and family members support their loved ones who live with 
MS. Donors and fundraisers work tirelessly to fund research that leads 
to better quality of life. Canadian MS researchers are working every 
day to discover the cause of MS, better treatments, and ultimately a 
cure for the disease. And people living with MS fight the disease in 
their own ways, every single day. What do these Canadians all have in 
common? They are all members of #TeamFight and are all fighting for 
a world free of MS. Thank you, so much, for fighting with us! #
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The Purdy family 
#1 supporters

Griffin Purdy
eight-year-old son + passionate fundraiser

Team MS Ain’t PURDY
raised $300,000 for MS research
and services in the community

Dr. V. Wee Yong
MS researcher, Hotchkiss Brain Institute

Calgary, Alberta

James Purdy
diagnosed with MS in 2008

messages to 
federal election 
candidates

monthly 
donors

social media 
followers
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MESENCHYMAL STEM CELL THER APY 
for Canadian MS patients (MESCAMS)

 My name is Lizelle, and if I were to tell you about my bucket list when I was  

17, I would tell you I wanted to bake the perfect batch of macaroons, learn  

to swim, become a yogi and – even though I’m terrified of heights – skydive. 

At 18, I was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis. The moment someone  

said, “You have MS”, I thought my life was over. I was supposed to be finding 

myself, and crossing things off my bucket list – instead, I entered the medical 

learning curve that is living with MS.

I’d be lying if I told you that I wasn’t scared sometimes. I worry about my 

career, as I’ve always wanted to become a nurse and the process is difficult 

and ongoing. I worry that when I have kids, I won’t be able to care for them 

the way my mom cared for me. But MS has taught me to live life without 

boundaries, and I’m ready for the challenges I may face. 

In less than two years, my life has gone in directions I never could have 

dreamed of. In January 2015, I was asked to be a part of Canadian MS 

research history: the announcement of the first Canadian clinical trial investi-

gating mesenchymal stem cells for the treatment of MS. My neurologist,  

Dr. James Marriott, is one of the principal investigators of the MEsenchymal 

Stem cell therapy for CAnadian MS patients (MESCAMS) study, and he invited 

me to speak at the press conference announcing the clinical trial.

I was over the moon when the trial was announced, because stem cell 

research gives me so much hope as someone who wants children and wants 

to make sure those children live in a world without MS. As we toured the 

MESCAMS facility in Winnipeg with reporters, I shared with them that I see 

stem cell research as getting me that much closer to living a life without 

worries. The question, “what if?” turns into, “when and how?” 

We have a long way to go, but I know researchers are working hard  

to make sure people living with MS have real hope – I’ve seen it first hand,  

and I’m optimistic about what the future holds!

Lizelle
diagnosed with MS in 2007

Lizelle, Dr. Karen Lee, Dr. James Marriott.



In 2015, we invested in the first Canadian clinical trial studying the 

ability of mesenchymal stem cells to treat MS. The study (supported 

by a $4.2 million grant) will provide more definitive answers about 

mesenchymal stem cells’ potential ability to reduce harmful 

inflammation in the brain and possibly contribute to repair of the 

central nervous system. 

MESCAMS is the largest player in a global initiative studying 

stem cells and MS, and as Canada has the highest rate of MS in the 

world, we are excited to be an active contributor to this international 

collaboration involving nine countries. Recruitment is well underway 

for this study. 

The grant funded by the MS Society of Canada and the Multiple 

Sclerosis Scientific Research Foundation for MESCAMS is also  

supported by proud funders Research Manitoba ($1.5 million) and 

A&W Food Services of Canada Inc. ($1 million). 

2015 Research impact checklist 
Looking back on 2015, the year marked some exciting develop-

ments in multiple sclerosis research, with each breakthrough 

bringing us one step closer to understanding the causes under-

lying MS and finding ways to improve quality of life for people 

affected by MS. Through our funding programs including operat-

ing grants, studentship and fellowship awards, and collaborative 

team grants, we continue to display strong leadership in the fight 

to end MS by supporting innovative fundamental and clinical 

research in progressive MS, myelin repair and protection against 

nerve damage, symptom management and improving wellbeing 

and quality of life.

To follow our progress and get the inside 

story on MS research, visit DrKarenLee.ca 

or follow @Dr_KarenLee on Twitter.

Below is a list of important research objectives and goals that have  

been addressed and “checked off” by researchers and trainees through  

their studies funded by the MS Society of Canada. 

	 New targets identified for protecting against nerve damage and disability

	 Discovery of techniques for patching up myelin that use the body’s own  
repair mechanisms 

	 New insights found into why pregnancy and lactation can reduce MS severity

	 Associated medical conditions are given the research spotlight to shed light 
on improving overall health and wellbeing in people living with MS

	 New targets identified for preventing the invasion of harmful immune cells  
into the brain

	 Link uncovered between running and reducing MS-related pain 

	 Insights revealed into how MS and physical activity are related in children

	 Important inroads made into identifying the cells that drive progressive MS

	 New strategies discovered for keeping inflammation under control 

Subscribe to receive our monthly research e-bulletin, which has  
all the latest updates on research in Canada and around the world: 
mssociety.ca/research-news

MESC A MS, and promising stem cell research worldwide,  
provides people living with MS with real hope that MS will  
be cured within their lifetime. It allows them to believe that  
the next generation will never need to hear the words,  
“You have MS.” 
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We’ve partnered with yoga studios, gyms and specialized trainers in communities across 
Canada to give people living with MS access to affordable physical activity classes to 
increase strength and mobility. Our ultimate goal is to empower people living with MS 
with more independence and improve quality of life. Our partnerships focus on provid-
ing people with a safe space to be active by tailoring classes to all levels of ability. 

COMMUNIT Y PARTNERSHIPS 
to improve quality of life

Sylvie
diagnosed with MS in 2004

School of Movement
The School of Movement is a workshop located in Montreal, QC.  

Participants in the program learn the value of paying attention to  

what they’re doing in order to maximize the benefits of each exercise. 

People quickly discover that body awareness and mental focus render 

the exercises safer, more effective and felt more deeply throughout the 

body. The workshop is designed to allow participants to do exercises at 

their own pace and according to their own abilities.

 My name is Sylvie and I have been living with MS since 2004. For the 

past two years I’ve used my wheelchair to get around because I am 

no longer able to walk. When I started doing the School of Movement 

courses, I couldn’t even do one squat. Now I can get out of my chair, 

grab the wooden bar and do 40 of them. These classes help me 

maintain my muscle mass, which – in real life terms – means I can 

transfer myself out of my chair without help. It’s so important for  

my autonomy. The kinesiologists also get me to throw a ball against  

the wall as many times as I can in one minute to get my heart rate up.  

To date, it’s the only cardio strengthening exercise I’ve found that I can 

do from my wheelchair. We exercise by playing games and having fun, 

and it makes training so much easier when you’re having a good time.”
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VON-SMART
VON-SMART is a community-based, volunteer-led functional 

fitness program designed to enable people of all ability 

levels to achieve a healthier quality of life and independence. 

By improving strength, flexibility, balance and mobility through 

a variety of gentle, low-impact exercises, people living with MS 

and other disabilities are able to see tangible improvements in 

their mobility and independence.

 My name is Pamela. I participate weekly in the VON-SMART 

program in Whitby, Ontario. I received my diagnosis in 2005  

and, at the beginning, I joined the program mostly for the 

social aspect. About a year before I joined, I had to stop  

working because of my MS. I had been working at the same 

place for 16 years, and when I stopped I felt really isolated.  

I’ve made so many friends through this program. We go for 

coffee after class and we don’t just sit around talking about 

MS, but if we need to, we know we are all there for each other.  

I go because I know that getting that little bit of movement 

every week is good for me! It really is more movement than 

you realize you’re doing, and doing it consistently makes me 

stronger.”

Pamela
diagnosed with MS in 2005

Find out more about programs and services in your  

community by reaching out to your local chapter office.  

Visit mssociety.ca/contact-us or call 1-800-268-7582.



201 5  MS SOCIET Y IMPAC T REPORT8

I have a good job. I work for the government. The problem is I feel stuck at my job.  

If I ever lose it or quit, I know I won’t get another one. It was obvious that they set me  

aside because I have a disability. 
Denis diagnosed in 1997

I got fired from my last job because of my MS. They didn’t say it so bluntly; they told 

me to take the summer off. I had 15 years of experience in the field and had been 

working at that job for five years. 

Hana diagnosed in 1995

We are being forced to sell our home because we can no longer afford to live in it. [ . . . ]  

Canada’s job and income support programs are not set up to handle this kind of disease. 

Cameron diagnosed in 1991

The position [my daughter] Megan was hired into was quite geared for the standing: 

being in front of a class, constantly flip charting and conducting presentations. 

Well, that’s really difficult when you’re in a wheelchair. With the assistance of the 

disability resources department within her organization and her site employer, Megan 

was given the opportunity to pilot the use of alternative ways to present her work. 

Computers, iPads and enormous “sticky note” flip pads were immediately provided, 

and now Megan can present her work with better ease. That was a real victory for her, 

as small as it may seem to anyone else.  

Lynn Hunter former MP, daughter Megan lives with MS

The biggest issue was how hard I had to work just to keep pace with everyone  

else. I didn’t want to appear like I can’t do what I’m doing. So by the time I’d get home,  

I was exhausted. I didn’t have any energy left for my family or my outside interests. 

Gregory diagnosed in 2008

Hana & Denis meet with  
Justin Trudeau on the eve of his  

announcement that he would  
be running for prime minister.

R AISING AWARENESS 
to effect real change

Raising awareness about MS is crucial to effecting change. 
This year, our focus has been on making sure members of 
parliament are aware of what Canadians affected by MS 
need to live the best lives possible.
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Canadian members of parliament will set the tone for legislation 

on real issues that affect Canadians living with MS and their loved 

ones. We need our MPs to make important changes that will lead 

to more secure jobs and income for people affected by MS, and a 

higher investment in MS research to accelerate the development of 

a treatment for progressive MS. Because of the willingness of people 

living with MS to share their stories, offline and online, we are better 

positioned than ever before to be heard by our government – and 

we’re just getting started. 

In September 2015, we launched an online and letter writing cam-

paign, #E LEC T TO FIG HT, which harnessed the power of personal 

narrative as a tool for raising awareness. Nearly every candidate in 

every riding across Canada received messages from people affected 

by MS. Nearly 15,000 letters were sent, urging for the following:  

•	 secure jobs and income for Canadians living with episodic illnesses 
and their caregivers

•	 accelerated research to find effective therapies for progressive MS

We have gone into 2016 with more first-hand information at our disposal 

than ever before, and we are currently in the best position to effect 

change. System-wide change starts with assessing where we are now, 

so that we are fully informed when pushing for progress. In September, 

the Institute for Research on Public Policy (IRPP) released a report called 

Leaving Some Behind: What Happens When Workers Get Sick, co-funded 

by the MS Society of Canada. The IRPP report will help us make a strong 

case for fundamental changes to income and employment supports 

across private and public systems. The recommendations propose a 

redefinition of disability policy, so that we may improve access to more 

flexible income and employment supports through employment insur-

ance, Canada Pension Plan – disability and private insurance systems.

Also, the MS in the Workplace Roundtable discussion on June 17 

focused on how to provide people with the tools they need to remain  

in control of their own lives, maintain their independence and feel 

confident and fulfilled despite all of the things that are changing in their 

lives. The resulting report will allow us to effect real change and make 

the government aware of what needs to happen to improve the quality 

of life of Canadians living with MS and other episodic illnesses. 

To read full reports and learn more  

about our advocacy activities, visit  

blog.mssociety.ca/category/advocacy

2015 federal election
With new leadership comes new potential for change. Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and the new government included the  

Canadian Disabilities Act as part of their platform and announced the appointment of the Honourable Carla Qualtrough as  

minister of sports and persons with disabilities. With these added items to our government’s platform, we will be able to work  

with representatives across the country to make true inclusion of people living with MS a reality.
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 My name is Lynda and I come from a small town 

in Quebec where it seems like the rate of multiple 

sclerosis is unusually high. I’m raising money for 

research so that we can know the cause of MS  

and why the disease is so prevalent in some areas 

more than others. We need to know why this is 

happening. 

My diagnosis coincides with one of my happiest 

memories: the birth of my daughter, Chloé. Three 

weeks after she was born, I stood up to get Chloé 

from her bed and the entire lower half of my body 

went numb. I thought I was experiencing some  

after-effects of my childbirth, and I let my doctor 

know at my follow up appointment. Instead he 

mentioned multiple sclerosis, which scared me 

because everyone I had known with MS had died. 

My diagnosis was difficult because my medical 

history is very complicated. I was being treated for 

a melanoma after the birth of my daughter, so my 

healthcare team was unsure if my symptoms were 

related to cancer or MS. But after six months of tests,  

I received an official diagnosis.

I hid my MS for 10 years, even from my children. 

Then I had a severe relapse that caused optic neuritis 

and some loss of speech, and I was forced to tell 

the people closest to me about my disease. When I 

decided to tell people, I also decided I wanted to let 

others know they shouldn’t have to hide their MS.  

FUNDR AISING &  PARTNERSHIPS 

Lynda
diagnosed with MS in 1994

I committed myself to raising awareness of the 

disease. That’s how I found my way to fundraising.

I’ve raised money in so many ways: I’ve 

participated in MS Bike and Muck MS Canada, 

hosted garage sales, golf tournaments and – my 

personal favourite – organized an annual comedy 

night, which continues to sell out every year.  

Once I opened up about my MS, so many people 

came forward to help me raise awareness and 

funds.

Now I have a studentship award set up in my 

name. It’s so important that we end MS within 

our lifetime. With enough awareness and funds,  

I believe we can get there. 

In 2015 Laurine Legroux was awarded the  

Lynda Archambault MS Society of Canada  

endMS Doctoral Studentship Award. 

Institution: Centre de Recherche du Centre 

Hospitalier de l’Université de Montréal 

Project entitled: Role of NKG2D in  

multiple sclerosis

Subject area: Progression/therapies

Focus area: Neuroimmunology 

Supervisor: Dr. Nathalie Arbour



I Challenge MS
I Challenge MS can be anything you want – any personal event 

or group gathering that empowers people to raise money for 

Canadians living with MS and make a real difference in people’s lives. 

A challenge may be setting up a bake sale or coin drive in a local 

community; it may be training for and running a marathon to collect 

donations; it may be organizing a week-long fundraising campaign at 

a workplace; or it might be crossing an item off a bucket list halfway 

around the world. No challenge is too small when people dedicate 

time, effort and passion in the fight to end MS. The program reflects 

a larger, Canada-wide cultural shift wherein the control is being 

handed over to the people doing the fundraising, making it easier  

and more fun to raise money for research and services. 

When people create their I Challenge MS campaign, they have 

access to an incredible library of resources and tips. They can share 

updates about their challenge and easily gather secure donations.  

MS Society staff in each province are available to help plan, develop 

and run each challenge. For more information, visit ichallengems.ca

A&W: Aligning brands
A&W Cruisin’ to End MS is the MS Society’s largest cause marketing 

campaign, raising $8 million in seven years. Our partnership with 

A&W has advanced the MS Society’s mission in funding research and 

providing programs and services for Canadians affected by multiple 

sclerosis. In 2015, Cruisin’ to End MS helped broaden the awareness 

of MS to the general public, with a focused message that Canada  

has the highest rate of MS in the world and, together, we will end MS. 

The added relevance helped the campaign to a record-breaking 

$1.58 million raised by A&W employees and guests.

We are so grateful to A&W for incorporating our mission to end 

MS in all facets of their business. Thank you to A&W for the many 

years of deep commitment to ending MS. 

Photos: (top left) In August 2014, Taryn Lencoe swam for 12 hours to end MS 

as part of the I Challenge MS program.  (above) MS Ambassador Amanda Piron 

takes a selfie with the Root Bear as part of the A&W Cruisin’ to End MS campaign.
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MS Scientific Research Foundation  
Areas of focus: cause/treatments/knowledge

Vancouver

Calgary Winnipeg

Toronto

Montreal
Dr. Luanne Metz

Dr. James Marriott

Dr. Jennifer Gommerman

Dr. Amit Bar-Or

Dr. Dessa Sadovnick

Ottawa
Dr. Brenda Banwell

Dr. Peter Stys

Dr. Helen Tremlett

Dr. Harry Atkins

Dr. Alexandre Prat
Dr. Mark Freedman

To view full financial information  

for the MSSRF visit mssociety.ca/ 
multiple-sclerosis-scientific-
research-foundation after  

June 21.

Dr. Alan Peterson

Dr. Jack Antel



MS Scientific Research Foundation  
Areas of focus: cause/treatments/knowledge

Dr. George Ebers (University of Oxford) 
and Dr. Dessa Sadovnick (University 
of British Columbia) were awarded a 
$2.2 million collaborative grant in 1993 
for their study entitled, “The Canadian 
Collaborative Project on Genetic Suscept-
ibility to MS (CCPGSMS)”. This large scale, 
multi-site initiative funded by the MS 
Scientific Research Foundation shed light 
on how genes and environment influ-
ence one’s risk for developing MS. After 
several phases and additional funding, 
the research team successfully identi-
fied the genes that are linked to MS risk, 
mapped out patterns of MS among family 
members, determined how the genes of 
interest are influenced by the environment, 
and observed whether external factors 
such as vitamin D play an important role 
in MS risk. The project yielded one of the 
largest MS genetic databases, collecting 
critical information from more than 30,000 
people with MS and their relatives from  
15 MS clinics across Canada.

Identifying the cause  of MS 

MS is known to be the result of an inappropriate immune reaction in the central nervous 

system, causing damage to myelin and the underlying nerves. Research funded by the  

MS Scientific Research Foundation has greatly enhanced the MS community’s understand-

ing of what causes that immune reaction, all the way down to the genetic level. 

Before Dr. Brenda Banwell’s pioneer- 
ing study of MS in children and 
adolescents, clinicians thought MS was 
a disease that occurred only in adults. 
With the establishment of the Canadian 
Pediatric Demyelinating Disease Network 
in 2004, Dr. Banwell (The Hospital for 
Sick Children and Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia) and experts across Canada 
have uncovered an enormous wealth 
of information about the features of 
MS in children, risk factors that help to 
predict those at high risk for developing 
MS, and potential treatment options. 
Considered one of the largest and most 
comprehensive pediatric cohorts in the 
world, the Network has received $3.2 
million in new funding to investigate the 
effect of pediatric MS on physical and 
mental well-being, cognitive impairment, 
use of the healthcare system, and disease 
progression and immune system balance.

Dr. Brenda Banwell’s well-established 
pediatric MS network is extending  
its reach to a new study, led by  
Dr. Helen Tremlett (University 
of British Columbia). Dr. Tremlett 
is exploring bacteria in the gut of 
children and adolescents enrolled 
in the pediatric MS study, in order to 
understand how their gut microbiomes 
differ and if those differences could 
explain what causes MS. “There is less 
history to sort through with kids, and 
we’re better able to pinpoint when the 
disease took hold,” says Dr. Tremlett, 
who received $500,000 in 2015 from 
the MS Scientific Research Foundation 
to roll out the study.



Dr. Luanne Metz (University of Calgary) 
took a risk when she received a $4 million 
collaborative grant to embark on a 
clinical trial in 2007 that would examine 
the effects of minocycline – a readily 
available antibiotic used to treat acne 
and other bacterial infections – in people 
living with an early form MS. Earlier cell 
and animal work by Dr. Metz’s colleague 
Dr. V. Wee Yong, also funded by the MS 
Scientific Research Foundation, revealed 
that minocycline had anti-inflammatory 
and neuroprotective properties, which 
made it a promising treatment for MS. The 
phase III clinical trial that ensued involved 
142 participants across Canada who 
were treated with either minocycline or 
placebo upon showing early signs of MS. 
First results of the trial presented at the 
2015 European Committee for Treatment 
and Research in MS (ECTRIMS) meeting 
showed that minocycline significantly 
reduced the risk of converting to definitive 
MS compared to placebo.

MS neurologist Dr. Mark Freedman 
and stem cell expert Dr. Harry Atkins 
(Ottawa Hospital Research Institute) 
teamed up to evaluate immunoablation 
and autologous hematopoietic stem 
cell treatment (IAHSCT) for MS. This 
was the first trial in Canada to apply an 
approach used to treat blood cancers 
to MS. Launched in 2000 with a $4 
million collaborative grant from the 
MS Scientific Research Foundation, the 
Canadian Bone Marrow Transplantation 
(BMT) trial involved 24 participants 
who received chemotherapy followed 
by transplantation of their own 
hematopoietic stem cells taken from  
the bone marrow. To date, nearly all of 
those treated have been relapse-free,  
and long-term follow-up studies have 
been published and help explain why.

Dr. Freedman and Dr. James 
Marriott (University of Manitoba) 
are continuing to study the effects 
of stem cell treatment for MS, with a 
newly launched clinical trial entitled, 
“MEsenchymal Stem cell therapy for 
CAnadian MS patients (MESCAMS)”. 
The procedure involves administering 
the patient’s own mesenchymal stem 
cells – another type of stem cell that 
differs from the ones used in BMT – to 
subdue the harmful immune cells 
that drive MS. This novel experimental 
treatment is being examined around 
the world, with MESCAMS contribut-
ing the largest pool of data from 40 
Canadian participants. See page 4 for 
more information on the MEsenchymal 
Stem cell therapy for CAnadian MS 
patients (MESCAMS) study.

Developing new treatments 

Clinical trials are critical to providing safe and effective treatment options for people living 

with MS, but they often require significant resources. The level and scope of funding 

from the MS Scientific Research Foundation has enabled clinical trials assessing new and 

repurposed drugs, as well as cutting-edge, cell-based therapies involving stem cells.



In 2011 Dr. Peter Stys 
(University of Calgary) sought 
to challenge conventional 
thinking when he received 
a $3.8 million collaborative 
grant to study MS from a 
different angle. His “inside-
out” model of MS proposes 
that early nerve damage from 
within the central nervous 
system triggers a secondary, 
immune-based reaction.  
His multidisciplinary research 
team have described in detail 
how nerves are damaged,  
at what stage of the disease 
the damage occurs, and 
how this knowledge has 
transformed the research 
community’s understanding 
of progressive MS. 

“This collaborative study will allow us 
to address important emerging issues 
relevant to understanding and better 
treating MS, especially progressive 
MS,” says Dr. Amit Bar-Or  
(Montreal Neurological Institute) of 
the $3.6 million study for which he 
is collaborating with Dr. Alexandre 
Prat (University of Montreal) and  
Dr. Jennifer Gommerman 
(University of Toronto) to uncover 
how B cells influence the course 
of MS. This innovative approach to 
studying MS challenges the theory 
that MS is driven by a different  
white blood cell called the T cell. 
With new promising MS treatments  
in the pipeline that target B cells,  
the launch of this study in 2013 has 
been timely and instrumental to 
identifying exactly which B cells are 
harmful in MS.

Trailblazing new knowledge
MS has long been considered an autoimmune disease by many clinical and research 

experts. By this definition, immune cells are prompted to enter the central nervous system 

and cause damage to nerve tissues. The MS Scientific Research Foundation has funded 

innovative research that has proposed alternative explanations to conventional thinking.

While the genes that form the 
blueprint for the myelin sheath 
that surrounds nerve fibres have 
been mapped out, the way in 
which they work together to 
orchestrate myelin formation  
and repair is not fully understood. 
In 2000, Dr. Alan Peterson 
(McGill University) was awarded a 
$1.5 million collaborative grant for 
his study entitled, “Myelin Gene 
Regulation: A Multidisciplinary 
Approach”. In an effort to address 
this critical gap in MS research,  
Dr. Peterson assembled a collab- 
orative team of experts special-
izing in genetics, molecular and 
functional biology. Together they 
answered questions like, “How 
do genes control the molecular 
machinery that underlies remyel-
ination?” The study yielded many 
new insights into remyelination 
and identified new targets for 
potential remyelination therapies. 

In 2001, the MS Scientific Research 
Foundation awarded a $3.5 million 
collaborative grant to a group of five 
leading MS researchers from across 
Canada and the U.S. Together they 
explored innovative approaches to 
stimulate repair of nerve tissue in 
people with MS. The multidisciplin-
ary study, led by Dr. Jack Antel 
(McGill University), identified an “on” 
switch that kick-starts the repair 
process by transforming immature 
“progenitor” cells (cells that are simi-
lar to stem cells but more developed) 
into myelin-producing cells. They 
looked at both progenitor cells from 
within the body, as well as progeni-
tor cells from an external source. 
The team also refined established 
cell and animal models to test how 
different drugs influence remyelina-
tion. This work advanced the MS 
community’s understanding of the 
repair process, and how the body’s 
own cells can serve as a repair team 
to mend damage caused by MS.  



LEADERSHIP DONORS
Canada has the highest rate of multiple sclerosis in the world, and Canadians are stepping up to the challenge  
and leading the charge in the fight to end MS. The MS Society is delighted to recognize the following individuals,  
corporations and foundations that made a gift commitment in 2015 in support of the Canadians living with MS. 

$1,000,000+
Doug & Sandra Bergeron

$250,000 – $999,999
Slaight Family Foundation

$100,000 – $249,999
Biogen Idec Canada Inc.

Sanofi Genzyme

$50,000 – $99,999
Greg Belbeck & Janice Fukakusa

Matt & Sylvia Kopansky

The Law Foundation of BC

Novartis Pharmaceuticals Canada Inc.

Claire Tocher

Vancouver Foundation

Yaffe Feld Foundation

Anonymous

$25,000 – $49,999
Yvonne de Troye

Government of Canada (HRSDC)

In memory of Bill & Isabel Kelley

Kin Canada Atlantic District 7

KRG Children’s Charitable Foundation

The Lawrason Foundation

The Catherine and Maxwell Meighen 
Foundation

Pfizer Canada Inc.

RBC Foundation

Roche Canada

$10,000 – $24,999
Alberta Federation of REAS Ltd.

ATCO Electric EPIC

Aubainerie Foundation

Bergeron-Jetté Foundation

Cenovus Employee Foundation

CN’s Employees’ and Pensioners’ 
Community Fund

Crane Fund for Widows and Children

James Ehrensperger

EMD Serono Canada Inc.

Fondation de la Fédération des 
médecins spécialistes du Québec

Freedom International Brokerage 
Company

HB Group Insurance Management Ltd.

Hydro-Québec

Leon’s Furniture Limited

Alice and Murray Maitland Foundation

David McGraw

NorthWest Healthcare Properties Inc.

Alanne O’Gallagher

Jason and Marie-Claude Park

Prémoulé

Richelieu Foundation

Margaret Roche-Heywood 
Foundation

Al Schoen

Shorcan Brokers Limited

TELUS

Teva Canada Innovation

William and Constance Topley Fund

VOCM Cares Foundation

Patrice Walch-Watson

The Waugh Family Foundation

The Windsor Foundation

Anonymous (4)

$5,000 – $9,999
ATCO Pipelines

ATU Jerry Fund

Bayer Inc.

Cadillac Fairview Corporation 
Limited

Bob & Gayle Cronin

Dave Hill Law Corporation

Frederick & Douglas Dickson 
Memorial Foundation

William and Mary Dorssers 
Foundation

Jean-Dupéré Foundation

William Dyer

Gateside Foundation K and V at 
the Strategic Charitable Giving 
Foundation

André Gauthier Foundation

Jacques Gauthier & Heather MacKin-
non and The Gauthier Family 
Charitable Fund

Jacques F. Gougoux Foundation

IceCaps Care Foundation

Innovative Medicines Canada

David & Maureen Jackson

John Deere Foundation of Canada

Ms. W. E. Nora Jones

Gale M. Kelly

Daniel Larouche

Naomi Loeb

Robert Leon

Diane Loeb

Kenneth Macgowan

The McCain Foundation

Michelle & Patrick Meneley

NWM Private Giving Foundation

Paul O’Donoghue

Power Workers’ Union

Provincial Employees Community 
Services Fund

Saskatchewan Lotteries  
Community Grant Program - 
City of Saskatoon

Shaw Communications Inc.

Sobeys Inc.

Roger Stalsberg

Florence Margaret Thompson 
Foundation

Charles and Grace Thomson 
Designated Fund

Veron Consultants Inc.

Florence Wall

Anonymous (5)

$1,000 – $4,999
9163-6936 Québec Inc. 

998972 Ontario Inc.

A & J Keil Investments Ltd.

Agence Continuum

Al Shamal Shriners

Brian Alexander at RCCAO

Jim Armstrong

Army, Navy and Air Force Veterans 
in Canada

Aspreva International Ltd.

ATCO Gas

ATCO Structures & Logistics Ltd.

Azrieli Foundation

Elizabeth Barrie

Bekker Enterprises

Gary Bluestein Charitable 
Foundation

Brain Repair Centre - Dalhousie 
University

Dean Brayer

Judy and Paul Bronfman Charitable 
Foundation

Brookfield Residential

The Calgary Foundation

Castor & District Community Chest

Central Okanagan Foundation

Claude and Louise Chamberland

John Clark

John Arthur Clark Family  
Testamentary Trust

Jim and Cindy Colvin

Community Initiatives Fund

Community Foundation of Portage 
& District Inc.

Corporation de développement 
touristique des Bois-Francs

Beatrice Crawford in memory of 
Purdy Crawford

Crawford & Company (Canada) Inc.

Cyclo Vac

Keith Damsell

Bill and Helen Davidson

Fondation communautaire 
du St-Maurice par le fonds 
Paul-Désaulniers

Downtown Yonge B.I.A.

Pierre-Luc Dusseault

Fraternal Order of Eagles # 3318

Leslie & Irene Dube Foundation

Edmonton Area Council One 
Society

Edmonton Community Foundation

Edmonton Jolly Fellows Lions Club

Edna Edwards

Elks and Royal Purple Fund for 
Children

James Elliot

Enterprise Holdings Inc.

Ernst Hansch Foundation Inc.

Five B Family Foundation

Fredericton Community Foundation

Harvey & Leah Fruitman

Gander Goodwill Centre

Anonymous at Gift Funds Canada

Grande Prairie Rotary Club

Avery Grant

The Greater Saint John Community 
Foundation

Réjean Guèvremont

John & Heather Helston

In memory of Graham Hill

Walter Hillier

Honda Sherbrooke

Humford Management

Hunt’s Healthcare Inc.

Gérard Huot

Valerie Hussey

Hutchinson Charitable Fund at 
the Strategic Charitable Giving 
Foundation

IBM Employees’ Charitable Fund

Immex Société Immobilière

Kris Isberg 

Jackman Foundation

Raymond James Canada 
Foundation

Bruce & Anita Jamieson

Lisa Jeffrey Foundation at 
Benefaction

The Jewish Community Foundation 
of Montreal

Jewish Foundation of Manitoba

K+S Potash Canada

Kamloops Square Management Ltd.

Keyera Corp.

Keystone Masonic Lodge 186

David Lazaruk

Leboff Family Charitable Foundation

Lee Family Foundation 

Kevin Li & Lori Sugarman

Rob Lion

Loyal Order of Moose

MacDonald, Dettwiler and  
Associates Ltd.

Lori Magee

Marcia Manchulenko

Manulife Financial

Leo Marchand

Maritime Electric

Donald Maxwell

McConchie & Co.

McLeish Corr-A-Box

Barbara Meek Foundation at 
Benefaction

Montreal Saobentonense 
Association

Katherine Munro

The Muttart Foundation

Fred North Charitable Foundation

The O’Neill Foundation Inc.

Ordre Honorable de L’Oie Bleue 
International-Etang du Québec

Ordre des infirmières et infirmiers 
auxiliaires du Québec

Paediatric Associates

Pembina Manitou Community 
Development Corporation

Pilot Mound & District Community 
Canvass

Plains Midstream Canada

Dorothy Poissant

The Powis Family Foundation

Olwen Priestnall Memorial Fund

Prince George Cruisin Car Club

Michael Ray

Reitmans (Canada) Limited

T. J. Rice Family Foundation Inc.

Alex Ritchie

Ms. Charlotte Robbins

Barry Rosenberger

Rossburn Drop In Centre

Saskatchewan Lotteries Community 
Grant Program - City of Regina

Sassafraz

Schlumberger Canada Inc.

Sherwood Buick GMC

The Shwedyk Family

Sisters of Mercy Newfoundland

Sisters of St. Joseph

Jay Smales

Dianne Spearing

St. Andrews Anglican Church

William C. Stewart Foundation

Stoute-Hill Family Fund

Anonymous Fund at the Strategic 
Charitable Giving Foundation

Sussex Area Community Foundation

Swan City Rotary Club

Télébec Charitable Employees’

Mary Thomson & Jan Ruby

Thorsteinssons LLP

Joan B. Tilley Foundation

Mary Ellen Timmins Family Trust

Vartan & Lise Toroussian Foundation

Treherne and Area Donor’s Choice

Trulife

Cory Turner

Union Lighting & Home

Victoria Foundation

Walmart Canada Corp.

Maurice Walsh

Walsh LLP

Willow Park Gold & Country Club

The Willowool Foundation

The Wolrige Foundation

Woods s.e.n.c.r.l.

Zeller’s Family Foundation

Elaine Zimmerman

Tom and June Zurowski

Anonymous (11)

The Multiple Sclerosis Society of 
Canada would also like to thank the 
United Way of Canada.16



$1,000,000+
The Waugh Family Foundation

Anonymous

$500,000 – $999,999
Anonymous (2)

$100,000 – $499,999  
Chorus Aviation 

Hermès Canada 

Valerie Hussey

Joe Randell

David L. Torrey

Anonymous

$10,000 – $99,999
2015 Smash Out MS Golf Tournament

Chuck Ford & Shelley Wood

Love Family Trust

RBC Foundation 

$1,000 – $9,999
Jim & Jennifer Beqaj

Salvatore N. Corea & Charlene Luciak-Corea

Suzanne Gouin

Dominique Hansen

Malouf Family Foundation

Cory Turner

ENDMS 
CAMPAIGN DONORS

The MS Society is grateful to the follow-
ing donors for their generous support of 
the endMS: Whatever It Takes campaign, 
which funds the most promising research 
in Canada and around the world to find 
better treatments, improve quality of life 
and enable people living with MS to lead 

the best life possible.



TOP EVENT DONORS
Our fundraising events enable us to fund cutting-
edge Canadian MS research as well as programs 
and services for people living with MS across 
the country. We are delighted to recognize the 
following donors who made a gift in support of 
the MS Society’s 2015 fundraising events.

$5,000 – $9,999
1250057 Alberta Ltd.

Albi Le Géant

Alimentation l’Épicier

Amec Foster Wheeler

Association des policières et 
policiers provinciaux du 
Québec

Aurion Capital Management Inc.

The Morris and Beverly Baker 
Foundation

Basintek LLC

Bauval Inc.

Tanya Benoit

André Bourelle

Brandt Group of Companies

Rose-Aimée Briand

The Canadian Brewhouse Ltd. 

Cenovus Energy Inc.

Raymond Chevalier

CIBC

Cie Minière IOC

Marc Côté

Marc Daigneault

Bob Decker

Devlan Construction Ltd.

John Esteireiro

Gestion Cefam Inc.

Great-West Life

$10,000+
Chandishelly Foundation

Douglas & Joanne Ellenor

Agnes Faraci

Leder Charitable Foundation

Peter O’Sullivan

Roy Robbins

Brad Shaw

Donald M. Shumka

Thomas Whitfield

Anonymous

$5,000 – $9,999
Karen & Bill Barnett

David Chernos

Mr. Ian Donnelly

John J Engel

Faithful Friends Foundation

Dr. Michael Fiorino

Suzanne Gouin

Barbara Anna Hanna

John Jensen

Harry Joosten

Tom & Jan Knowlton

Henry S. Mews

Mr. & Mrs. L. Murray

Dr. Paul O’Connor

John & Ann Ogilvy

The Riley Family Foundation

W. Michael Roche

Linda K. Rorabeck

Owen Bruce Shime

Joe Spagnolo

Debbie Spencer

Hugh Wallace

$1,000 – $4,999
A & A King Family Foundation

Greg Aasen

Brian L. Abdul

Acro Aerials Inc.

Claire Adam

James E. Allard

Val Allardice

Patricia & Grant Allen

John C Allison

Lyall & Lois Allison

Francis Allwood

David Andermatt

Clifford Anderson

Caterina Ardito-Toffolo

J. Richard Armstrong  
Family Foundation

Gail Asper & Michael Paterson

Elizabeth Atkinson

Pierre Aubertin

Harold A. Baardsnes

Hans Baeggli

John Baillie

James Bain

In Memory of Joel Balfour

Rudy Bandsmer

Brian J. Banks

Judy Bargholz

Leonard Bartlett

Robert Bauer

Larry & Nancy Behnsen

Robert Béland

William & Elma Bergen

Graham Berkhold

Gisele Bettany

Grace L. Bevan

Beveridge Medical Inc.

Paul Bilodeau

Bruce & Jo Bird

Kelsey Bird

Evelyn Bisson

Melvin Bjorndal

Marjorie Blankstein C.M., O.M.

Gloria Block

Jeffrey Block

Robert Boettger

Jeanne Boire

Edwin Bolster

Alain Bouchard

Lucie Boucher

Mark Bourgeois

Marion A. Boyle

Jocelyn Braithwaite

Jérôme Brassard

Catherine Bratty

Donald Brazier

John Brennan

Briarhurst Realty Limited

James A. Brierley

Genelva Briscoe

Jeffrey Britton

Chris Brodeur

Paul Broska

Phyllis Beverley Brown

Richard Buggelin

Carole A. Buss

Howard Bye

R. K. Byram

R & G Calam

Leanne Camarata

Cambridge Memorial Hospital

Canada Life

Alvin Carberry

Brad Forden & Carole Fujimoto

Suzanne Caron

Guylaine Caron

Carte International Inc.

Tim & Sheila Casgrain

Cercle Des Filles D’Isabelle 715

Edward Chambers

Carlos & May Chan

Chancery Mendez Holdings 
(Canada) Ltd.

Jamie Chassie

Paul Chevalier

Marguerite Choquette

Denise & Gilbert Chouinard

France Chrétien Desmarais

Barrie W. Clayton

Martin Clingwall

Jean & Murray Cockburn

Cogeco Data Services

Ernest Collins

Jean Comfort

Rosemary Congdon

Const & Gen. Workers Union 92

The Co-operators

The Côté Sharp Family 
Foundation

Paule Couet

Charles Coupal

Riki & James Cox

Mr. & Mrs. Robert T. Crawford

Crestview Investment 
Corporation

Crist Family Foundation

Murray & Lois Cummings

Barbara Currie

Alec & Shirley Curtis

Sophie Cuvelliez

Christian Cyr

Marcelle Dagenais

Ron & Elise Dalby

Elaine Davies

André De Bellefeuille

The De Boer Foundation

Bernard De Serres

Cyndy De Thomasis

Silvia DeBastos

Ken & Nicolette Decoursey

Delta Square Developments Ltd.

Leo & Sandra DelZotto

Peter Demik

Suzanne Deschênes

Jasdeep Dhaliwal

Tim & Rhonda Dietzler

Maxine Digiovanni

DK Jabs Medicine Professional 
Corporation

Donburg Farm Limited

H. R. Doornekamp Construc-
tion Ltd.

Victor and Maxine Drevnig

Donald Drysdale

Leslie & Irene Dube Foundation

$50,000+
Lorenzo Donadeo

$25,000 – $49,999
Prairie Lube Ltd.

Scotiabank

$10,000 – $24,999
Bill Bates

Benevity Inc.

Biogen Idec Canada Inc.

Gudrun Boyce

Dr. F. J. Brooks-Hill 

Mary Ann Cormack Fund

Cornerstone Insurance 
Brokers Ltd.

Ember Resources Inc.

Hebron Project Office

IGA extra Daigle

ITC Construction

Bernard Lofchick

Moxie’s Grill Bar

Doug Meloche

R & D Drywall Inc.

RBC Foundation

David Rocan

Service des loisirs du 
Groupe Rona

Luke Schoonderwoerd 

Sun Life Financial

In memory of Eileen Thorne

David Wilton

RESEARCH PARTNERS
Research Partners are a special community of individuals, 
foundations and corporations Canada-wide who are 
supporting research into the cause of and cure for MS. 
The MS Society of Canada is proud to celebrate the 
following Research Partners who made a gift commitment 
in 2015.

Greystone Managed 
Investments

Ikkuma Resources Corp.

Investors Group

IUPAT

LMF Ltd. 

Medavie Blue Cross

Micco Companies

Randy Mikula

Dr. Christopher &  
Mrs. Jennifer Moore

David Morrison

Naim

Stéphane Perras

Jay Pinchuk

Elaine Rankine

Sanofi Genzyme

The Frank Scarpitti Charitable 
Foundation Inc.

Sdmc Ag Inc.

Jay Shepherd

Stonepark Intermediate School

Mary Sullivan

Christiane Thouin

Tropie Air Systems

Arash Vahdaty

Frank Van Oirschot

Wenzel Downhole Tools

Anonymous (4)
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Patrick Dubois

Paul & Janet Dullaert

John Dungey

Pierre Duquette

Catherine J. Dutka

Helene Dyck

Ann Dzick

David & Farrell Eckman

Howard & Barbara Eckman

Ross Edgett

Edith Cavell #25 Order of the 
Eastern Star

Tim Ekelund

Brian Ellerman

David & Pearl Elman

Robert & Marianne Eng

Vaughn Engel

Henry Ens

Arthur Evans

Fairlane Farming Co Ltd.

Louise Fast

Paul Faynwachs

Margo Fearn

Fer-Pal Construction Ltd.

Roderick & Susan Finlayson

Hugh J. Finlayson

Lynn Fisher

Susan Fisher

Fleming Foundation

Claude Foisy

Michael Fong

Fondation Lise et Richard Fortin

Lisa Foster

David Foxe

Irma Fragman

Rachel & Scott Fraser

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Gadd

Ian & Meredith Gagné

Tania Gallant

Alan Galley

Gertrud Gambhir

Jay Garland

Margaret Genge

Larry Gerein

Emelia Gerein

Terrell M Gerein

Frank Gerrits & Katherine 
McKee

Audrey Gibson

Stan Gieschen

Ed Giles

Mario B. Giorgio

Gilles E Girard

John Glasier

John Gleed

J. Lawrence Goad

Michael R. Goldberg

Thomas Goldstein

Ken Goodwin

Gopher Enterprises Limited

Gor-Fay Realty Company Ltd.

Helena Gottschling

Robert Gouinlock

Gaétan Goulet

Renate Greenwood

Beatrice Gregoire

Jane Catherine Grell

Willimin Griffiths

Dr. Lesley Griffiths

Guard.me/StudentGuard

Stephane Guay

Pearl Gunn

Gustav Levinschi Foundation

Kevin Mah & Kimberly Haag

Michael Hafeman

Maureen Hall

Diana Hansell

David & Lena Harper

Laura Harris

Elizabeth Harrison

Ruth Hastings

Rosemary Hawkins

Marilyn Heddle

Hellenic Canadian Community 
of Edm & Region

Wanda Hemsworth

Margaret Henri

Eileen Herdman

Dr. Mark K. Heule

Thomas Hicks

Jon Hitchcock

Carol Hitchman

Greg Hogge

Muriel Hole

In Memory of Agnes 
Hollingsworth

Greg Honey

Jillian M. Horne

Barbara J. Houlding

John R Howarth

Frank O. Huff

Humane Medicine Inc.

Eric Hunter

HVAC Inc.

IATSE Local 891

Investissements Marlo Ltée

Joanne Irvine

Edmond Jacques

Peter Jarvis

Ileana Jipa

Frances Joaquin

Howard Jones

A Karpluk

KC Greschner Ltd.

Dave Kelly

Audrey Kenny

Emmanuel Khouzam

Mr. & Mrs. Mun H. & Bouck Kim

Know History

George & Elizabeth Knowles

Joe & Joan Koole

Gene & Cathy Kosmyna

Penina Krongold

Brian Kusisto

Monica Kwok

Patrick R. Laforge

Annie Lapointe

Richard Larocque

Frederic Lasnier

Greg Latter

Francois Laverdiere

John Murphy & Leslie Lee

Janet Leffek

Marielle Lemieux

Lenergy Resources Inc.

George Leon

Les Pros De La Photo (Quebec) Inc.

Francine Létourneau

Mary I. Levers

Peter Leyen

Garry & Mary Limpright

Adrian Lo

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Lockie

Denis Loiselle

Richard & Carol Loreto

Danielle Lortie

Ronald Luckman

Larry R. Lunn

John Lussier

Ralph Lutes

S. Lynn

Joan MacDonald

Kenneth MacDonald

Georges Macé

The Brent MacIntosh  
Real Estate Group

John & Joan Maclagan

Donald MacLean

Dave & Laverne Majeau

Pierre Mandeville

Luc Maurice

Kevin May

Jack Maze

Kenneth W. McArthur

David & Roberta McCaslin

Ian & Janet McConnell

Kimberley McIntyre

Lillian McIntyre

Vickie K. McKellar

Joyce McLean

Christina McLeod

Eddie & Heather McMichael

Fred J Mcmurray

Robert & Junith Mee

Barbara Meek

Roxanne L Meek

George & Sylvia Melville

Derek Milloy

Armand & Hazel Misuraca

Shirley Moon

Fred Moore

R L Moore

Wayne & Susan Moore

David Morgan

John Morin

Jeanne Morissette

G. Morita

Darren Morson

Ronald Morton

William & Doreen Motz

David Mundy

Shirley N Mungall

Patricia Murphy

Don & Jacqueline Murphy

Joe Murray

Rodney L. Myers

Ann Nakamura

Kathy Neilson

New Gold Inc.

Mary Newman-Jordan

Tonya Newstetter

Bernie & Noreen Nisker

James & Barbara Niven

John D. Norquay

North Barrie Plaza Limited

Northgrave Medical Inc.

Margaret Notar

Marinka Novak

Barbara Novek

NWD Systems (Montreal) Inc.

Sandra Nymark

Ocean Property Management

Mark O’Neil

Margaret O’Quinn

Jock & Diana Osler

Raynald Ostiguy

Robert Pakenham

David Pakrul

Paradigm Financial Advisors Inc.

Dr. Rachel C. Park

Dennis R. Passerini

Calvin A. Paterson

Ian & Michelle Pearce

David Pearson

Robert & Nadine Peel

Mark Pelehos

Pembina Pipeline

S. Perruzza

Lorne & Joyce Peters

Port Royal Mills Ltd.

Geraldine Petten

Stan & Jennie Pilat

Mr. & Mrs. Dan & Rena Pinckston

Ward C. Pitfield

Serge Poiré

Dr. Georgia M. Pontikes

Jennifer Porritt

James Potter

C A Pratt

Precision Drilling Corporation

Gerry Price

Joan M Price

Anne Primeau

Rosita Przybycien

Robert Puchniak

D Quan

Hans Quiitzau

Quincaillerie Demers Inc.

Jim & Diane Quinn

Brian E. Rainey

Mrs. Ruth Rea

Murray J. Reimer Inc.

Reinhart Foods Ltd.

Louise Remark

Paul & Nancy Ressler

Heather & Kent Rice

Leslie Colette Richardson

Dr. Frank W. Riedl

Lavina Rieger

Stephanie Roberts

Laurette Robillard

W. Michael Roche

Jerome Rogers

Rogers’ Family Charitable Trust

Loretta A. Romankewicz

Rosetown Farming Co Ltd.

Deane & Brenda Ross

William Ross

Margaret E. Ross

Marilyn & Ray Rousseau

Ray & Pam Roy

Ilana & Stephen Ruby

Russell A. Farrow Limited

Norman Rusywich

Huguette Sabourin

Charles Saillant

Yvan Salvetti

Linda Sanzo

Jérôme Saunier

Jocelyne Sayak

Vathurith Sbong

Frank Scartozzi (IBACS Inc.)

Alois Schoen & Daisy La 
Haie-Schoen

Maria Schroeder

Shelley & Guy Scott Family 
Foundation

Andrew Severson

Howard & Elayne Shapray

Arvind Sharma

James Shaw

Richard Shepherd

Joyce Sherwood

Arthur I. Silver

Ann Simmans

H D Simpson

Drs. Sacha Singh & Andie 
Wiseman

Sisters of Providence of St. 
Vincent de Paul

Tom & Angela Skinner

John B. Smiley

Dr. Allan Smith

Scott Smith

J C Snyder

Soeurs Franciscaines 
Missionnaires de 
l’Immaculée-Conception

L. Spock

Stan Poulsen Trucking Ltd.

Standard Community Chest

Brenda Standing

James M. Stanford

Trent Stangl

David Steer

Louis G Ste-Marie

Donald Stewart

Janet Stone

H J Stultz Family Foundation

Boris Subic

Roy Sunderland

William E & Marilyn C Sylvester

Francois Tanguay

David Teed

Robert Tener

In Memory of Angela Thacker

Diane Thériault

Mary Jude Thibaudeau

Dr. Danny Thibeault C.P. Inc.

Ann L. Thompson

Elva Thompson

Jim Thornton

M Threinen

Topor Family Foundation

Calvin Towns

Evelyn Toy

Louise Rousselle Trottier

Kathryn Troubridge

Dany & Jessica Turgeon

Nancy Turner

Teenie Tymchak

UA Local 787 Union Office

Jane Underwood

Unilock Limited

Cecil Vance

George Vaughan

Monique Viens

Milan & Catherine Voticky

Lisa Wallace

U. Wallersteiner

Teresa Wallsten

Brad Warkentin

Doug Warne

Sylvie Watelle

James Waters

Gloria Watterson

The WB Family Foundation

Joan Weisman

Meri Weisman

Norval Wener

In Memory of Alice White -  
Sandra J. White

Thomas A. Wilcox

Laura Wilkes Lawrie

E. Joan Williams

Michael R. Williams

Cal Wilson

Shirley B. Wilson

Pat & Jim Wilson

Thomas Winiker

Gary Winter

Peter Woodward

Carolyn M. Woogh

Darrell Woolnough

Robert & Edith Doreen Wright

H.D. Wyman

XE.com Inc.

Drs. Mark & Phyllis Yaffe

Yellow Dog Investments

Iona Youden

Donna & Ben Ziarko

S Paul Zive

Michael J. Zukiwsky

Anonymous (21)



TOP EVENT FUNDRAISERS
$50,000 – $74,999   
Jason Gregor  AB

Julia Nimilowich  AB

Barry Travnicek  ON

Greg Van Tighem  AB

$25,000 – $49,999   
Lynda Archambault  QC

Robert Decker  AB

Luc Lacombe  QC

Bernard Lofchick  MB

Timothy Mahoney  AB

John Makris  SK

Doug Meloche  ON

Suzanne Mignault  QC

Daniele Pinarello  ON

Stacey Shein  ON

Jonathan Simmons  ON

Arthur Weingarden  ON

$20,000 – $24,999   
Yves Beaulieu  QC

Roy Best  ON

Judd Buchanan  BC

Chris Kieser  AB

Martin Lampron  QC

André Lespérance  QC

John Mullen  AB

Richard Paré  QC

Stephen Quigley  ON

Eric Rivard  QC

Howard Shapray  BC

Bryan Simister  AB

Sean Wingrave  AB

$10,000 – $19,999   
Alan Acorn  ON

Jonathan Allenger  ON

Giselle Amann  ON

Jimmy Arlia  AB

Donald Barr  AB

Bill Bates  ON

Andrea Bates  ON

Mark Bazerman  ON

Henriette Benoit  ON

Tim Bergen  SK

Deborah Best  ON

Nicky Block  BC

Tim Blom  AT

Brad Bulger  AB

Cactus Club Café Byrne Road  BC

Rick Casson  AB

Suzie Châteauneuf  QC

Eric Choi  BC

James Conner  AB

Noel Cordahi  ON

John Cuddie  ON

Ken Cudmore  AB

Diane Dafoe  AT

Marc Daigneault  QC

Matthew Dasilva  ON

Scott Davis  ON

Jack Dawson  ON

Rose De Angelis  QC

Richard de Carufel  QC

Tom Dennehy  AB

Casey DiBattista  ON

Julie Dranitsaris  ON

Ben Elzen  AB

Colin Findlay  MB

Derek Fong  AT

Suzanne Forbes  AB

Nicholas Fowler  AB

Amanda Fraser  AB

Mark Freedman  ON

Tara Frisken  AB

Ben Galipeau  AB

Charles Gingras  QC

Jeff Granberg  AB

Marie-Josée Grenier  QC

Jeffry Grocock  AB

Myrna Guenter  AB

Jason Guenter  AB

Amanda Hadland  AB

Doug Halldorson  AB

Jan Hancock  AB

Doug Hansen  AB

Chuck Hartlen  AT

David Hawrysh  QC

Meg Henderson  ON

Kerry Hetu  AB

Roland Houle  SK

Valerie Hussey  ON

IBEW  Local 258  BC

Linda Jarrett  ON

Richard Jurewicz  ON

Nancy Kastner  ON

Helen Kearns  ON

Ken Kerr  AB

Jonathan Kleinsasser  MB

David Knight  ON

Tracy Koluk  AB

Kalyssa Koluk  AB

Keith Kuhl  MB

Fern Landry  ON

Wayne Lavold  AB

François Lebel  QC

Paul Lefebvre  AB

Wayne Lessard  ON

Nancy Lessard  ON

Linda Lessard  QC

Nancy Lester  ON

Corinne Lotoski  AB

Jack MacDuff  AT

Susan MacIntosh  AB

Gregg Maidment  MB

Bob Majowicz  ON

Jamie Manger  AB

Juan Manrique  AB

Sara Marcello  ON

Andrea Martin  BC

Cathie McCahon  BC

Vicky McCann  ON

Darryl Mergaert  AB

Bradley Michelson  BC

Bonnie Miller  AB

Alan Miller  AB

Blaine  Mills  AB

Monn Moeun  AB

Becky Money  AB

Brenda Munro  AT

Keith Mychaluk  AB

Jim Noiles  BC

Tracey Ostermann  ON

David Palmer  ON

Larry Payne  ON

Claude Phaneuf  QC

Shaun Piercey  AB

Gail Plouffe  AB

Tracey Potkins  BC

Bertrand Potvin  QC

Griffin Purdy  AB

James Purdy  AB

Ian Raap  MB

Elaine Rankine  ON

Elsye Reader  SK

Bryon Reid  AB

Sheldon Rice  ON

Arabella Rossi  QC

Patrycia Rzechowka  AB

Sal Salvaggio  BC

Yves Savoie  ON

Luke Schoonderwoerd  ON

Soren Schou  BC

Jay Shepherd  ON

Ranny Shibley  AB

John Simone  ON

Jeff Simpson  AB

Dan Sims  AB

Jason Smith  ON

Craig Solberg  AB

Allan Sporer  AB

Barry Sullivan  AB

Kevin Tamblyn  AB

Gail Taylor  AB

Barry Taylor  AB

Mark Tetrault  QC

Christiane Thouin  QC

Marjorie Tibbitts  ON

Lane Tomalty  AB

Cory Turner  ON

Frank Van Oirschot  ON

Barbara Van Walleghem  MB

Annie Vanhell  AB

Mélanie Veillette  QC

Gloria Vermeulen  BC

Tracey Wahba  SK

Mark Walsh  AB

Andre Walsh  AT

David Wilton  ON

V. Wee Yong  AB

Brennan Zurowski  SK

$5,000 – $9,999   
Alison Adams  ON

Marcie Akerman  QC

Karyne Amyot  QC

James Ansley  ON

David Arbuthnot  ON

Leon Arishenkoff  BC

André Bachand  QC

Jayda Back  SK

Ron Bailey  MB

Barbara Baker  AB

Paul Balthazard  QC

Blaine Barnes  AB

Louise Baudin  AB

François Beauchemin  QC

Gavin Begg  BC

Rob Bekius  AB

Simon Benoît  ON

Tanya Benoit  MB

Jennifer Bergin  ON

Paul Bernards  ON

Tobie Berthon  MB

Ineke Bezuyen  ON

Janice Bilton  ON

Michael Binder  ON

Dietmar Bloedorn  AB

Sylvia  Booy  ON

Valérie Bourdon  QC

Chris Bournakas  ON

Jérôme Brassard  QC

Jean-Daniel Breton  QC

Suzanne Broadbent  ON

Chris Brown  AB

Philippa Brysiuk  AB

Julian Buchwald  AB

Jeff Burchill  ON

Patti Burns  ON

Michelle Burns  AB

Robert Cadez  BC

Simon Carbone  QC

Carole Carpentier  ON

Bob Case  ON

Mick Cataford  ON

Simon Chamberlain  ON

Paul Chapman  MB

Chris Chardon  AB

André Chénard  QC

Tomas Chénard  QC

Raymond Chevalier  QC

Christian Choquet  ON

Greg Chovin  SK

Ric Chwist  AB

Patricia Cluzeau  QC

Erin Coghlan  BC

Nicole Cole  SK

Rick Columbia  ON

Mariyanna Connor  AB

Lee Cooper  AB

Jean Corbeil  QC

Sandra Corbett  ON 
Stéphane Corriveau  QC

Martin Cossette  QC

François Côté  QC

Marc Côté  QC

François Coupal  QC

Shelly Crossman  AT

Kory Crowder  ON

John Curle  AB

Cynthia Cushing  BC

Doug Dafoe  AB

Audrey Daoust  QC

Chloé Daoust  QC

Gordon Davidson  BC

Terry Davidson  ON

Bill Davies  BC

Anna De Martin  QC

Ron Dekanich  BC

Sylvie Desautels  QC

Dominique Deschamps  QC

Christie DeSouza  ON

Ali Devereux  ON

Marlene Dickson  AB

Greg Douglas  AB

Lana Douma  MB

Andrea Dowding  ON

Etienne Dubé  QC

François Dumont  QC

Melanie Dumont  AB

Lloyd Dykstra  BC

Ken Faber  ON

Joe Faubert  AB

Peter Fehler  AB

Jennifer Ference  AB

Renzo Ferrera  ON

Chris Fillmore  AB

Shauna Flath  BC

Rosemary Fondaco  QC

Eleanor Forgeron  AB

Geneviève Fournier Picard  QC

Karine Fournier Picard  QC

Lisa Fry  BC

DeAnne Furiato-DiFonzo  ON

Geneau Gagnon  QC

Jacob Gamble  AT

Bonnie Gleim  SK

Adam Goldberg  ON

Mélanie Gratton  QC

Robert Grimsgaard  ON

Arnold Groenestege  ON

Kevin Hansen  AB

Signy Hansen  MB

Roger Hawryluk  AB

Ilana Hirt  ON

Doug Hodgins  BC

Christy Hofer  MB

Janella Hrasko  AB

Lynn Hywarren  ON

Lindsay Ireland  ON

Jim Isaak  ON

Robert Jackson  MB

Richard James  BC

Leona Janot  BC

Julie Jordan  ON

Barry Kadatz  AB

Sheri Katz  ON

Joshua Kelndorfer  AB

John Kersley  ON

Lucas Kessler  SK

Kick for the Cure  BC

Izabela Klosowski  QC

Brian Knight  AB

Cindy Knoppers  AB

Miles Kohan  AB

Benoit Labelle  QC

Paul Lafond  ON

Kirsty Laidlaw  ON

Jennifer Lalonde  AB

Katie Lang  AB

René Lang  QC

Raymond Langlois  QC

Howard Langlois  BC

France Leblanc  QC

Marc Leclair  QC

Alli Leithoff  AB

Jean-Luc Lemire  QC

Taryn Lencoe  BC

Andrew Lennox  AB

Noah Levin  ON

Todd Levy  ON

Brianna Lund  SK

Olivia Lutes  BC

Dan  MacAdams  BC

Michael Macfynn  AB

Dave Macmurchie  BC

Tony Makrostergios  ON

Cynthia Mansfield  AB

Dale Martin  AB

Kaitlyn Martino  ON

Delores Maystrowich  AB

Shelley Mcneil  AB

Andrea Mears  ON

Maxime Mercier  QC

Lynn Meredith  BC

Paula Merrier  BC

Allan Miller  BC

Leah Milton  AB

Henry Moesker  MB

Keith Moore  ON

Colin Moorman ON 
Pierre Moreau  QC

André Morin  QC

Ray Murrell  BC

Richard Nelson  AB

Randy Neves  AT

Peter Newman  AB

David Nicholls  AB

Dean Nixon  ON

Christine Nordal  ON

Erin Norris ON 
Liam Northup  ON

Moira Northup  ON

Lauren O’Brien  ON

Randall Oke  ON

Marie O’Neil  ON

Steven Owens  AB

Claudia Paez  ON

Marie-Ève Paquin-Champoux  QC

Cub Parmar  BC

Sheldon Patriquin  AT

Roy Pattison  AT

Colin Penny  ON

Peter Peters  SK

Larry Peyton  ON

Gibson Pierce  BC

Roger Pomerleau  QC

Robert Pon  AB

Melvin Porter  ON

Stephen Prichard  AB

Jacques Pronovost  QC

Brad Radke  AB

Dallas Reeves  BC

Rick Reeves  AB

Lyne  Robitaille  QC

Alex Romanowich  ON

Megan Ross  SK

Nathalie Roussin  QC

Stéphane Roy  QC

Giuseppe Rubino  ON

Bruce Ryan  AB

Claude Sanche  QC

Joyce Santos  BC

Doreen Saunderson  AB

Chris Savoie ON

Gary Scherle  SK

Rudi Schimmel  AB

Robert Schoepp  AB

Rebecca Scott  ON

MS Rugby Sevens  BC

Hank Shalagan  AB

Rajeev Sharma  AB

Wayne Shoemaker  AB

Reese Shufelt  ON

John Sloane  ON

Linda Smallwood  SK

Eva Soares  ON

Brian Spence  AB

Reg Spencer  SK

Karan Spoelder  AB

Chris Stevens  ON

Glenda Stewart-Smith  BC

Steve St-Germain  QC

Robin Strathdee  AB

Régine Surpris  QC

Kim Surpris  QC

Frank Symons  AB

Leah Tallon-Sinclair  ON

Gérard Thibault  QC

David Thomas  ON

Sally Thorburn  ON

Armandine Turcotte  QC

Darryl Turner  AB

Donna Ulliac  AB

Dean Unruh  AB

Janet Van Velzen  ON

David Varga  AB

Jay Varjassy  SK

Ron Vermeulen  AB

Andrew Waldner  MB

Lacey Warnock  SK

Paul Wemple  ON

Dennis Wicary  ON

Bob Widdup  ON

Barbara Winfield  ON

Blair Yaworsky  AB

Tom Zuorro  AB

Jacobus Zwaan  BC
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TeamMS TOP TEAMS
TeamMS encourages participants in MS Walk and MS Bike to form teams with their families,  
friends and co-workers for fun and camaraderie. Thank you to the following teams for their  
outstanding fundraising contributions in 2015. 

NATIONAL AWARD WINNERS

NATIONAL OPAL AWARD 
FOR C AREG IVE RS  

Gary Pearson
Cornwall, Ontario

NATIONAL AWARD OF ME RIT, 
MEMB E R

Dr. Galina Vorebeychik
Burnaby, British Columbia

NATIONAL AWARD OF ME RIT, 
NON-MEMB E R

Carl Sketchley
Surrey, British Columbia

$100,000+  
Smokin’ Embers  AB

Happy Fillmores  AB

$75,000 – $99,999  
Gregor Bombs  AB

Les Pédaliers de l’Avenir  QC

Vancouver Island Golf  
Superintendants Association  BC

$50,000 – $74,999  
Butt Ugly  ON

Doug and Marion’s MS Erasers  ON

Hot MS  AB

Jasper H-Core Rockhoppers  AB

Lespérance  QC

Libro Freewheelers  ON

MS AIN’T PURDY  AB

On the Run  AB

PD Slow Riders  AB

Shifting Rears  AB

Solutions Partagées  QC

Team Julia  AB

Team United Cycle  AB

The Remyelinators  SK

Team Sparling’s Propane  ON

The Spokespeople  AB

Woop de Woo  BC

Pat’s Peloton  AB

Rockingham Riders  AT

Rozzi’s Riders  MB

SG Front Forks  AB

ShutOut MS  BC

Slow Spokes  AT

Sore Rears on Fast Gears  AB

Spirit Riders  QC

Steps for the Cure  ON

Stingers  AB

Sus Scrofas  AB

TEAM BASINTEK  AB

Team Jen  AB

TEAM LAH 2015  QC

Team Nervous  AB

TEAM PRONTO!  AB

The Brotherhood Team  ON

The Heartbrakers  AB

The McInnes Cooper Trial by Tires  AT

VIA Rail  QC

Vol-au-vent  QC

Wheelie Awesome Bikers  ON

$25,000 – $49,999  
ADESA Auction Riders  MB

Assante  QC

Battered Piles  AB

Bike for Mike  ON

Biker Chicks & Bocce Boys  AB

Bunsen Honeydews  AB

Chicks with Kicks to EndMS  ON

Conestoga-Rovers & Associates  ON

County Riders  ON

Croix Bleue Medavie  QC

Cyclepaths  MB

Darcie’s Gang  BC

DILLON HIGHway ROLLERS  ON

Équipe RBC   QC

Eramosa  ON

eSPrit SPortif  QC

Faut l’Fer  QC

Glen’s Titans Never Tire  AB

Gluteus to the Maximus  ON

Greatful Tread of Great-West Life  MB

Guys and Gals A 1000 Plus  ON

Invincycles  AB

ITC Construction  AB

Journey for Jani  ON

Kiss MS Goodbye  AB

L’Équipe qui a du chien  QC

menstrual cycles  AB

Midland in Motion  MB

Millennium Stars Self-Help Group  BC

Misterlegou  QC

Mr. Lube  AB

Multiple Scorgasms  ON

Myelin Miracles  ON

NATIONAL PRE SIDE NT ’ S 
AWARD  

Lizelle Mendoza
Winnipeg, Manitoba
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$20,000 – $24,999  
AMEC Avengers  SK

Asleep at the Wheels  AB

Blazing Saddle Sores  SK

Blood, Sweat & Gears  ON

Casson’s Crew  AB

Copper Pedalers  BC

Crystal Spring Team  MB

Fort Street Cycle Beginner Tri for MS  
(presented by TriStars Training)  BC

Freedom 55 Financial  AB

Gallaghers Grape Expectations  BC

GCBT  ON

Le tour de France  QC

Les Générations XYZ  QC

London Life Cycles  ON

Loose Bearings  ON

MASS SYNERGY  MB

Mastronardi Produce  ON

Mighty Spinners  AB

MS SUCKS  ON

Msfits  BC

OS for MS  ON

Renaissance  QC

Sobeys Cycle ~ Delics  AT

StandardAero Turbinators  MB

Stellas and Glens and Bikes oh my  ON

Team Chris  AB

Team Elayne  BC

Team Mega Sore Ass  AB

Team Spirit  ON

TransCanada Spokes  AB

Wheelie Awesome  AT

Windriders  SK



EVELYN OPAL SOCIETY & LEGACY GIFTS

The following individuals have confirmed 
a legacy gift to the MS Society in the past 
year, and we are privileged to welcome 
them as the newest members of the 
Evelyn Opal Society:

Anonymous (3)

$10,000 – $24,999
Estate of Douglas Homer-Dixon

$5,000 – $9,999
Estate of Violet Sophia Toms

$1,000 – $4,999
Estate of Yvette Landry

KEY CORPORATE EVENT SPONSORS AND PROMOTIONAL PARTNERS
We are proud to honour our nationwide and division corporate partners for their generous contributions  
and support of our fundraising events.

We also recognize the following 
Evelyn Opal Society members for 
their generous support through  
their legacy gift in 2015:

$250,000 +
Estate of Richard Lee Barr
Estate of Cecelia Margrette Cook
Estate of Lucille Girard
Estate of John Alan Turner
Anonymous  

$100,000 – $249,999
Estate of Dorell Cameron
Estate of Laurel Elaine Chesley
Estate of Christina Cooper
Estate of Denise Lefaivre
Estate of Marjorie Mortlock May
Estate of Dorothy Corlett Wright  

$50,000 – $99,999
Estate of Lucille Francoeur
Estate of Deborah Dawn Koenig
Estate of Heather Martell
Estate of Eva McBrearty
Estate of Robert Samuel Remis

$25,000 – $49,999
Estate of Donald Richard Anderson
Estate of Simonne Dextraze Fortier
Estate of Andrew Francis Higgins
Estate of Laurette Langelier-Lachapelle
Estate of Brian Francis Rudrick
Estate of William Creighton Stewart
Estate of Frank Truman Weir

$10,000 – $24,999
Estate of Darlene M.L. Anderson
Estate of James Derby Armstrong
Estate of Doreen Estelle Bent
Estate of Huguette Bourke
Estate of Edna Kathleen Cahill
Estate of Anna Frances Colter
Estate of Murray E. Elliott
Estate of Rhea Norene Macnab
Estate of Lena MacNeil
Estate of Ruth I McNeill
Estate of Patricia Louise Milligan
Estate of Leland Arthur Prittie
Estate of Doris Blanche Wood
Anonymous 

$5,000 – $9,999
Estate of Paul Alexiadis
Estate of Thérèse Archambault
Estate of June Balzamo Lamb 
Estate of Gordon Butler
Estate of Jeroen Jacob DeZoete
Estate of Milton Martin Leff
Estate of Patricia M. Martell
Estate of Arvilla S. Moore
Estate of Florence Staples
Estate of Margaret C. Whish
Estate of Russell & Pauline Woodcroft 

$1,000 – $4,999
Estate of William MacDonald Bayes
Estate of Catherine J. Blackburn
Estate of James A. Clark
Estate of Louise Helen Field
Estate of Barbara Blanche Hogg
Estate of George E Irlam
Estate of Joseph Kukay
Estate of Jeannine Lefrançois
Estate of Marea Elizabeth Lemke
Estate of Frederick E. Marlow
Estate of Mary Joan Stearn  

We apologize for any errors or omissions found within our acknowledgement lists.

Biogen Canada Inc.
Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP
Broadridge
CIBC
Citibank
D+H
Deloitte
EY
Jayman BUILT
K+S Potash Canada
Le Groupe Jean Coutu
Louis Garneau

Mandarin Restaurant
Manitoba Liquor and Lotteries
MasterCard
Medavie Blue Cross
Moto Internationale
Desjardins
Novartis Pharmaceuticals Canada Inc.
Pedal Magazine
Pizzaville
Protegra
Purolater
Québecor

Raymond Chabot Grant Thornton
RBC
Sanofi Genzyme
Saskatchewan Blue Cross
Scotiabank
Sentinel Storage
Shoppers Home Health Care
Subway
Teva Canada
TD Securities
VISA
A&W Food Services of Canada Inc.

AMG Medical
Brinks Canada Ltd.
Mr. Lube
Spicers Canada
Student Works Painting
Golden West Radio
Grassroots Advertising
Metro News Toronto
Metroland
MLSE
Pattison - National
Publicis

Radio Canada
Rainbow Cinemas
Rogers Communications
Saskatoon Media Group
Shaw Communications
The Globe & Mail
Toronto Star
TV COGECO
TV5 / UNIS
Zoom Média

97.3 The Wave
Bell Media
Black Press
C100
Canöe
CBC Television
CHSJ Country 94.1
Cineplex Entertainment
Clear Channel
Corus Entertainment
CTV
Global News

Cause Marketing and Corporate Partners            Media PartnersEvent Sponsors
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MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS  
SOCIETY OF CANADA
Combined Statement of  
Revenue and Expenditures

For the year ended December 31, 2015
(in thousands of dollars) 

To view our full audited financial statements,  

please visit mssociety.ca/financial

2015 
$

2014 
$

Revenue
Leadership giving activity
    Bequests 3,725 2,801
    endMS Research and Training Network 432 925
    endMS Whatever It Takes 573 1,581
    Corporate giving and major donors 2,159 2,272
    Grants from governments 1,159 1,220
    Grants from pharmaceutical companies 636 722
    Other grants 732 636

9,416 10,157

Community based fundraising events 21,402 21,789
Individual giving and direct marketing 13,314 14,086
Dinners, tournaments and third party events 6,392 6,063
Gaming 1,495 1,322
United Way and HealthPartners 1,676 1,685
Public awareness activities 721 793
Sale of goods 286 306
Miscellaneous 233 241
Memberships 34 57
Investment income 493 615

55,462 57    114

Fundraising expenditures
Leadership giving 1,988 2,095
Community based fundraising events 8,461 8,514
Individual giving and direct marketing 7,663 7,967
Dinners, tournaments and third party events 2,065 1,948
Indirect fundraising 1,940 2,032
Gaming 219 220
Cost of goods sold 164 190

22,500 22,966

Program and administration expenditures
Client services 8,851 8,891
Research* 6,404 6,864
Research – endMS Research and Training Network 754 1,157
Research – Whatever It Takes 965 1,581
Public education and awareness 5,765 5,748
Chapter and volunteer support and development 3 821 3,981
Government and community relations 1,719 1,719
MS Clinics 249 673
Administration 4,148 3,612

32,676 34,226

55,176 57,192

Surplus/ (Deficiency) of revenue over expenditures 
before the undernoted 286 (78)

Fair value change in investments (92) 264

Excess of revenue over expenditures for the year 194 186

* In addition to our 
staple research funding 

program, we invested 
more than $9 million in 

MS research through 
the Multiple Sclerosis 

Scientific Research 
Foundation (MSSRF). The 

MSSRF is a legal entity 
separate from the  

MS Society of Canada, 
and we generate separate 

financial statements for 
the MSSRF. The MSSRF’s 
T3010 is available on the 

CRA website.



National Office
250 Dundas St W, Suite 500
Toronto, Ontario
M5T 2Z5
416-922-6065

British Columbia 
& Yukon Division
1103 - 4720 Kingsway
Burnaby, British Columbia
V5H 4N2
604-689-3144

Alberta & Northwest 
Territories Division
9405 - 50 Street, Suite 150
Edmonton, Alberta 
T6B 2T4
780-463-1190

Saskatchewan Division
150 Albert Street
Regina, Saskatchewan 
S4R 2N2
306-522-5600

Manitoba Division
1465 Buffalo Place, Suite 

100
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R3T 1L8
204-943-9595

Ontario & Nunavut Division
250 Dundas St W, Suite 500
Toronto, Ontario
M5T 2Z5
416-922-6065

Quebec Division
550 Sherbrooke Street West
Suite 1010, East Tower
Montreal, Quebec 
H3A 1B9
514-849-7591

Atlantic Division
109 Ilsley Avenue, Unit 1
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia 
B3B 1S8
902-468-8230

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE TEAM

Mr. Yves Savoie
President & chief executive officer

Mr. Louis Adam
Executive director, Quebec Division

Mr. David Arbuthnot
Vice-president, shared services

Mr. Benjamin Davis
Vice-president, government relations; 
President, Atlantic Division

Ms. Erin Kuan 
President, Saskatchewan and Manitoba 
Division 

Dr. Karen Lee 
Vice-president, research 

Ms. Sylvia Leonard 
Vice-president, talent, programs and 
services

Ms. Lisa McCoy
President, Ontario & Nunavut Division 

Ms. Lori Radke
Vice-president, marketing & development

Ms. Tania Vrionis 
President, British Columbia &  
Yukon Division

Mr. Garry Wheeler
President, Alberta & Northwest Territories 
Division

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE TEAM 2015

Ms. Donna Boyd 
President, Manitoba Division 

Mr. Owen Charters 
Chief marketing and development  
officer; Executive director, MS Scientific 
Research Foundation 

Ms. Monica Jordan
Acting president, Atlantic Division

Mr. Neil Pierce 
Vice-president, government relations; 
President, Alberta & NWT Division  

Mr. Andy Wnek
Chief financial officer 

NATIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Officers
Chair, Ms. Valerie Hussey 
Vice-chair, Mr. François Coupal 
Treasurer, Mr. John Folka
Secretary, Mr. Rick Casson

Directors
Ms. Gayelene Bonenfant 
Ms. Marie-Josée Comtois 
Dr. Thomas Feasby
Ms. Susan Senecal 
Ms. Christiane Thouin 
Ms. Jennifer White 
Mr. Rahil Dattu 
Mr. Charles (Chuck) Ford
Ms. Bonnie Gleim
Mr. Chuck Hartlen 

Honorary directors 
Mr. Alexander R. Aird
Mr. A. Jeremy Arnold
Mr. Frank E.P. Bowman
Ms. Laurie Dennett
Mr. Garrett Herman 
Mr. Lou Maroun
Dr. William McIlroy 
Mr. Reid G. Nicholson
Mr. R. Neil Wickham
Mr. Jim Wolfgang

MEDICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Chair, Dr. Anthony Feinstein

Members
Dr. Jack Antel
Dr. Brenda Banwell 
Dr. Virender Bhan 
Dr. Timothy Coetzee
Dr. Samuel David
Dr. Thomas Feasby
Mr. Charles (Chuck) Ford 
Mr. Charles (Chuck) Hartlen
Ms. Valerie Hussey
Dr. David Miller
Dr. Wayne Moore
Dr. Paul O’Connor
Dr. Trevor Owens
Dr. Ruth Ann Marrie
Dr. Peter Stys
Dr. Anthony Traboulsee 
Dr. V. Wee Yong

BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH  
REVIEW COMMITTEE

Chair, Dr. Jennifer Gommerman

Members
Dr. Jack Antel 
Dr. Nathalie Arbour
Dr. Amit Bar-Or
Dr. Aditya Bharatha
Dr. Marc Horwitz
Dr. Bradley Kerr
Dr. David Li 
Dr. Shalina Ousman
Dr. Jacqueline Quandt 
Dr. Fabio Rossi
Dr. Pere Santamaria
Dr. Wolfram Tetzlaff 

Community representatives
Ms. Kim Wilson
Ms. Gabriella Mammone
Ms. Shannon Gilby

endMS PERSONNEL AWARDS 
REVIEW COMMITTEE

Chair, Dr. Samuel David

Members
Dr. Charity Evans
Dr. Denis Gris
Dr. Steven Kerfoot
Dr. Cornelia Laule
Dr. Craig Moore
Dr. Sarah Morrow 
Dr. Jiwon Oh
Dr. Manu Rangachari 
Dr. Scott Ryan 
Dr. Alain Simard

Community representatives
Mr. Dean Walker
Ms. Lelainia Lloyd
Ms. Jenny Lee Gauthier
Capt. Yanick Drouin 

CLINICAL AND POPULATION 
HEALTH RESEARCH REVIEW 
COMMITTEE

Chair, Dr. John Fisk

Members
Dr. Virender Bhan 
Dr. Katherine Knox
Dr. Ruth Ann Marrie
Dr. James Sumowski
Dr. Helen Tremlett
Dr. Daria Trojan

Community representatives
Ms. Stacey Saulko
Ms. Karen Tweed

MS SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 
FOUNDATION

President
Mr. Bruce R. Richmond

Vice-president
Mr. Lou Maroun

Treasurer
Mr. Daniel Larouche

Secretary
Mr. Robert (Bob) Decker 

Directors 
Mr. Alistair Fraser 
Mr. Garrett Herman 
Ms. Helen M. Kearns 
Ms. Nancy Love
Mr. Fred Moore
Mr. Joseph Randell 
Mr. Rick Waugh 

Ex-officios 
Mr. Charles (Chuck) Ford 
Mr. Yves Savoie

1-800-268-7582         info@mssociety.ca         mssociety.ca

About the cover: Gregory was 

diagnosed with MS in 2008. 


